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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The sentence, 'Thus, the resolution of terminal 100 can be automatically 
adjusted in accordance with data from company 300" on page 14, lines 2-3, is a 
duplicate of the preceding sentence, lines 1-2 and should be deleted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Logan et al (5732,216) in view of Moskowitz (5,428,606). 

Claims 1 and 14-20: Logan discloses a system and method for 
providing information through the Internet, comprising: 

a. a plurality of user terminal which display visual images to the user (col 
1, lines 34-49); 

b. registering the user for a first set of services from a first service 
provider (col 7, lines 9-12; col 8, lines 63-67; and col 9, lines 28-42); 
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c. receiving payment from the user for the first set of services (col 27, lines 

26-29); 

d. receiving by the user a second set of services requested and paid for 
by the user (col 42, lines 58-61); and 

e. receiving payment from the second service provider to the first service 
provider in accordance with the quantity of services received by the user (col 27, lines 
26-29). 

While Logan does not explicitly disclose that a manufacturing unit will 
manufacture and distribute the plurality of terminals, this is the inherent functionality of 
manufacturing units (factories). Each factory assembles or otherwise makes the 
products (e.g. Logan 's terminals) which are then distributed through the factory's 
distribution channels. Furthermore, it is old and well known for manufacturers to 
distribute products directly to end users, such as the cellular telephone service provider 
Sprint™ selling its own cellular telephones (and subscription services) at kiosks in 
malls. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to manufacture and distribute Logan 's terminals to 
users. One would have been motivated to not only manufacture the terminals, but also 
distribute the terminals to users in order to provide the hardware needed to perform 
Logan 's invention. 

While Logan discloses the user separately paying for the first and second set of 
services and the second service provider paying the first service provider (a service fee) 
when the user accesses one of the second services, it is not explicitly disclosed that the 
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amount of the payments will increase when the quantity of terminals distributed 
increases or when the number of subscribers increases. However, the amount charged 
and paid by the entities involved in commercial transactions may be calculated in 
innumerable ways and may be based on any criteria, payment schedule, etc. agreed 
upon by the entities involved. While it is usual for a service provider to initially charge a 
lower fee than competitors in order to entice customers to subscribe to their new 
service, it is also common when the service provider has reached or is nearing its 
system's "saturation point" to raise the fees, since there is no longer a need to attract a 
large quantity of new subscribers (at least until the system can be expanded). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to increase the amount charged when the number of terminals 
distributed or the number of subscribers increases. One would have been motivated to 
increase the amount in order to maximize revenue. 

While Logan discloses that the second service provider pays the first service 
provider, it is not explicitly disclosed that the first service provider is the manufacturer of 
the terminals. However, it is obvious that the manufacturer and the first service provider 
could be the same entity, as in the example above where Sprint™ is manufacturing, 
distributing, and providing subscription service for its cellular telephones. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the payment from the second service provider could be made to the 
manufacturer of the terminals. One would have been motivated to pay the 
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manufacturer when the manufacturer is also the entity which provides the first set of 
services. 

Claim 2: Logan discloses a system for providing information over the Internet as 
in Claim 1 above, and further discloses the user data including at least one of a user 
name, user address, date of birth, gender, age, etc. (col 9, lines 28-42 and col 23, line 
62 - col 24, line 5). 

Claims 3-5: Logan discloses a system for providing information over the Internet 
as in Claim 2 above, and further discloses the user data including at least one category 
of interest to the user, such as weather or news and the first and second services 
corresponding to at least one of politics, economics, society, culture, sports, games, 
computers, Internet banking, securities, stock trading, insurance, travel, or any other 
category or service in which the user may be interested (col 9, lines 28-42; col 29, lines 
36-47; col 35, lines 66-67; and col 38, lines 16-19). The Examiner notes that the areas 
of interest and the types of services offered by the first and second service providers do 
not affect the steps of the claimed system and are given little if any patentable weight. It 
is obvious that each user would have his own unique set of interests and desired set of 
services and that the system would be modified to present the information and services 
which match the user's data as discussed by Logan . 
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Claims 8-13: Logan discloses a system for providing information over the 
Internet as in Claim 1 above, and further discloses registering the user and providing 
the user data from the vendor to the central system (for targeting the information and 
the advertisements). However, it is not explicitly disclosed that the registration will take 
place when the user receives the terminal (Claim 8), when the user buys the terminal 
(Claim 9), or when the user initially connects to the first server provider (Claim 13). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the user could provide the registration data (Logan 's account 
initialization) at any time prior to using the system, as long as the data was available for 
targeting purposes when the user accesses the system. One would have been 
motivated to obtain the user's registration data in one or more of these ways in order to 
facilitate the registering of users who obtain the terminal through various channels, such 
as via postal mail, in person as a gift from a friend, in a store, etc. 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Logan et al (5,732,216) in view of Moskowitz (5,428,606). 

Claims 6 and 7: Logan discloses a system for providing information over the 
Internet as in Claim 1 above, and further discloses the terminal unit is "a 
player/recorder unit capable of reproducing received audio recordings for a listener, and 
further capable of recording comments, annotations, messages, and responses to 
information requests imbedded in received messages" (col 1 , lines 42-49) which is 
connected to the central system "via dial up telephone facilities" or "cellular radio, cable 
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modem and satellite links" which may be used to "facilitate use of the system in an 
automobile" (col 6, lines 39-48). While Logan does not explicitly disclose that the 
terminal is one of a web phone, web television, personal data assistant, or cellular 
telephone, Moskowitz discloses a similar system for providing information over the 
Internet in which the terminal (modular expandable unit) uses "private circuits, television 
lines, the public switched telephone network, cellular communications, electric power 
lines, or even satellite communications" (col 5, lines 64-68) and describes the terminal 
as including "a central processing unit"..." a small video screen 22, an apparatus for 
inputting commands 26 (e.g. a keyboard or a pointing device), and software for user 
interaction" (col 6, lines 61-65). The claimed list of electronic communication devices all 
contain at least these features and would have been obvious choices as the terminal in 
Logan . One would have been motivated to choose one of these mobile communication 
devices in order to allow more freedom of movement by Logan 's user, thus expanding 
the system beyond the user's car. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Nadan (5,321 ,750) discloses a system and method for providing information, 
such as market data, to subscribers. 

b. Herz et al (5,754,938) discloses a system and method for providing 
customized information to subscribers over the Internet. 
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c. Goldhaber et al (5,855,008) discloses a system and method for providing 
information to subscribers over a computer network, such as the Internet. 

d. Brown et al (5,887,133) discloses a system and method for providing 
customized information (documents) to subscribers over the Internet. 

e. Stewart et al (6,259,405) discloses a system and method for providing 
information and services to a portable computing device of a subscriber based on the 
subscriber's personal data. 

f. Herz (6,460,036) discloses a system and method for providing customized 
newspapers to subscribers over the Internet. 

g. Lohtia et al (6,560,456) discloses a system and method for providing 
subscriber-initiated information over the Internet. 

h. Raian et al (6,725,425) discloses a system and method for providing 
information to subscribers from semi-structured web-based data sources. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exr. James W. Myhre whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7843. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber, can be reached on (703) 305-8469. The fax phone number 
for Formal and Official faxes is (703) 872-9306. Draft or Informal faxes may be 
submitted directly to the examiner at (703) 746-5544. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is 



(703)308-1113. 




